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florian auinger highlights the core weaknesses and sources of criticism regarding the vix
index as an indicator for the future development of financial market volatility furthermore
it is proven that there is no statistically significant causal relationship between the vix and
the s p 500 as a consequence the forecastability is not given in both directions obviously
there must be at least one additional variable that has a strong influence on market
volatility such as emotions which according to financial market experts are considered to
play a more and more important role in investment decisions

in philosophy as in ordinary life cause and effect are twin pillars on which much of our
thought seems based but almost a century ago bertrand russell declared that modern
physics leaves these pillars without foundations russell s revolutionary conclusion was
that the law of causality is a relic of a bygone age surviving like the monarchy only
because it is erroneously supposed to do no harm russell s famous challenge remains
unanswered despite dramatic advances in physics the intervening century has taken us
no closer to an explanation of how to find a place for causation in a world of the kind
that physics reveals in particular we still have no satisfactory account of the directionality
of causation the difference between cause and effect and the fact that causes typically
precede their effects in this important collection of new essays 13 leading scholars revisit
russell s revolution in search of reconciliation the connecting theme in these essays is
that to reconcile causation with physics we need to put ourselves in the picture we need
to think about why creatures in our situation should present their world in causal terms

i regard it as a truly seminal work in this field professor william a wallace author of
causality and scientific explanationthis third edition of a distinguished book on the subject
of causality is clear evidence that this principle continues to be an important area of
philosophic enquiry non technical and clearly written this book focuses on the ontological
problem of causality with specific emphasis on the place of the causal principle in modern
science  the  author  first  defines  the  terminology  employed  and  describes  various
formulations on the causal  principle he then examines the two primary critiques of
causality the empiricist and the romantic as a prelude to the detailed explanation of the
actual assertions of causal determination finally dr bunge analyzes the function of the
causal  principle  in  science  touching  on  such  subjects  as  scientific  law  scientific
explanation and scientific prediction included also is an appendix that offers specific
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replies to questions and criticisms raised upon the publication of the first edition now
professor of philosophy and head of the foundation and philosophy of science unit at
mcgill  university  in  montreal  dr  mario  bunge has formerly  been a full  professor  of
theoretical physics his observations on causality are of great interest to both scientists
and humanists as well as the general scientific and philosophic reader

causation is the main foundation upon which the possibility of science rests without
causation  there  would  be  no  scientific  understanding  explanation  prediction  nor
application in new technologies how we discover causal connections is no easy matter
however causation often lies hidden from view and it is vital that we adopt the right
methods for uncovering it the choice of methods will inevitably reflect what one takes
causation to be making an accurate account of causation an even more pressing matter
this enquiry informs the correct norms for an empirical study of the world in causation in
science and the methods of scientific discovery rani lill  anjum and stephen mumford
propose nine new norms of scientific discovery a number of existing methodological and
philosophical orthodoxies are challenged as they argue that progress in science is being
held back by an overly simplistic philosophy of causation

for  over two decades wesley salmon has helped to shape the course of  debate in
philosophy  of  science  he  is  a  major  contributor  to  the  philosophical  discussion  of
problems associated with causality and the author of two influential books on scientific
explanation this long awaited volume collects twenty six of salmon s essays including
seven that have never before been published and others difficult to find part i comprises
five introductory essays that presuppose no formal training in philosophy of science and
form a background for subsequent essays parts ii and iii contain salmon s seminal work
on scientific explanation and causality part iv offers survey articles that feature advanced
material but remain accessible to those outside philosophy of science essays in part v
address  specific  issues  in  particular  scientific  disciplines  namely  archaeology  and
anthropology astrophysics and cosmology and physics clear compelling and essential this
volume offers  a  superb introduction to philosophy of  science for  nonspecialists  and
belongs on the bookshelf of all who carry out work in this exciting field wesley salmon is
renowned for his seminal contributions to the philosophy of science he has powerfully
and permanently shaped discussion of such issues as lawlike and probabilistic explanation
and the interrelation of explanatory notions to causal notions this unique volume brings
together twenty six of his essays on subjects related to causality and explanation written
over the period 1971 1995 six of the essays have never been published before and many
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others have only appeared in obscure venues the volume includes a section of accessible
introductory  pieces  as  well  as  more  advanced  and  technical  pieces  and  will  make
essential work in the philosophy of science readily available to both scholars and students

research paper postgraduate from the year 2013 in the subject health public health grade
none madonna university elele nigeria course epidemiology language english abstract
there is little or no doubt that stressful situations can cause significant rise in blood
pressure it is no news that a more chronic form of blood pressure is termed hypertension
there  is  a  need  to  discover  whether  the  presence  of  stress  really  leads  to  the
development over time a systematic review of literature on stress and hypertension
studies reporting an association between stress and hypertension a systematic review
was carried out to identify evaluate and summarize the literature related to establishing a
causal relationship between stress and hypertension with the use of bradford hills criteria
of causality a search was carried out using cinahl medline and pub med databases and
their reference list of included study and other internet sources keywords like stress
hypertension plausibility dose response relationship temporality coherence analogy and
epidemiology was used as the search criteria the search yielded 10 studies with about 2
000 citations 4 studies provided moderate evidence for the causation criterion and 6
studies provided strong evidence for the causal criterion none of the studies agreed with
specificity of causes as a criterion for determining that stress causes hypertensions and
no study was found that suggests analogy between stress and hypertension there is
enough significant evidence to fulfill the basic criteria of causation as proposed by austin
bradford hill

causality and science may at first sound as abstract and perhaps as esoteric subjects for
while one seems to touch on the transcendental and the metaphysical realm the other
seems to be rooted on terra firma however while reading through this compact and
concise book written with great clarity and precision one comes to realize that there is no
clash between these two and indeed reconciliation between them is possible the author
with his remarkable erudition and scholarship contends that the whole conception of
science is so much bound up with the causal concept that it seems hardly possible that
science could ever be able to do without it he argues that space time and causality are
the three categories on which science is built the book also shows that of the four
causesÑmaterial formal efficient and final how the material and efficient causes are given
prominence in this process the book demonstrates the inadequacy of the empirical view
of causation and shows that material cause combines with the efficient and final causes
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or  how these coalesce into  one and only  the adequate cause remains  there is  no
antagonism between the noumenon and the phenomenon or the brahma and the mŒyŒ
even though relativity may reign supreme for many the author says that there is no
opposition between perfect spontaneity and freedom and law and system on the one
hand and causality and determinism on the other ultimately a reconciliation between
causality and freedom can be effected and the reality that there is neither ÔfreeÕ nor
ÔunfreeÕ but trans cends both the qualities can emerge as the absolute which can solve
for ever all oppositions the book would be of interest to students of philosophy and any
reader who has a philosophical and scientific bend of mind to delve deeper into the
relation between causality and science

in causality and the people s health sharon schwartz and seth j  prins offer both a
synthesis of the dominant school of thought around social causality and propose a new
approach that keeps causal concepts as an organizing principle without marginalizing
social  phenomena this  book explores how our definitions of  causes in epidemiology
influence how we go about finding them and estimating their effects it examines debates
about these issues critiques inadequate attempts at their resolution and offers a path
forward one that expands causal inference and the purview of epidemiology to include
social forces as causes of the people s health

the anti causal prophecies of last century have been disproved causality is neither a relic
of a bygone nor another fetish of modern science it still occupies a large part of the
current debate in philosophy and the sciences this investigation into causal modelling
presents the rationale of causality i e the notion that guides causal reasoning in causal
modelling it is argued that causal models are regimented by a rationale of variation nor
of regularity neither invariance thus breaking down the dominant human paradigm the
notion of variation is shown to be embedded in the scheme of reasoning behind various
causal models e g rubin s model contingency tables and multilevel analysis it is also
shown to be latent yet fundamental in many philosophical accounts moreover it has
significant  consequences  for  methodological  issues  the  warranty  of  the  causal
interpretation  of  causal  models  the  levels  of  causation  the  characterisation  of
mechanisms and the interpretation of probability this book offers a novel philosophical
and methodological approach to causal reasoning in causal modelling and provides the
reader with the tools to be up to date about various issues causality rises in social science
dr federica russo s book is a very valuable addition to a small  number of relevant
publications on causality and causal  modelling in the social  sciences viewed from a
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philosophical  approach prof  guillaume wunsch institute  of  demography university  of
louvain belgium

ehring  shows  the  inadequacy  of  received  theories  of  causation  and  introducing
conceptual  devices  of  his  own provides  a  wholly  new account  of  causation  as  the
persistence over time of individual properties or tropes

this is a new release of the original 1928 edition

averroes and the metaphysics of causation examines the controversial causation issue
that causes produce their effects and can be known to do so is the view that averroes
defends in his tahafut al tahafut where he summarizes and evaluates the debates about
causation debates that took place over several generations between the philosophers and
the theologians of medieval islam drawing from his tahafut his commentaries and other
writings kogan shows that averroes discussion of causation represents a dialogue across
the generations and a rich contribution to the history of the causal controversy averroes
responds to al ghazali s proto humean critique of the philosophers account which treats
causation as an entailment relation in this response averroes develops an independent
position  that  is  of  philosophical  interest  because  it  clearly  anticipates  many  of  the
contemporary responses to hume associated with the singularist position building on this
analysis kogan resolves many long standing paradoxes in averroes treatment of miracles
eternal creation god s causal knowing and the theory of emanation

human beings are active agents who can think to understand how thought serves action
requires understanding how people conceive of the relation between cause and effect
between action and outcome in cognitive terms how do people construct and reason with
the causal  models  we use to represent  our  world a revolution is  occurring in  how
statisticians philosophers and computer scientists answer this question those fields have
ushered in new insights about causal models by thinking about how to represent causal
structure mathematically  in a framework that uses graphs and probability  theory to
develop what are called causal bayesian networks the framework starts with the idea that
the purpose of causal structure is to understand and predict the effects of intervention
how does intervening on one thing affect other things this is not a question merely about
probability or logic but about action the framework offers a new understanding of mind
thought is about the effects of intervention and cognition is thus intimately tied to actions
that take place either in the actual physical world or in imagination in counterfactual
worlds  the  book  offers  a  conceptual  introduction  to  the  key  mathematical  ideas
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presenting them in  a  non technical  way focusing on the intuitions  rather  than the
theorems it tries to show why the ideas are important to understanding how people
explain things and why thinking not only about the world as it is but the world as it could
be is so central to human action the book reviews the role of causality causal models and
intervention in the basic human cognitive functions decision making reasoning judgment
categorization inductive  inference language and learning in  short  the book offers  a
discussion about how people think talk learn and explain things in causal terms in terms
of action and manipulation
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